MELBOURNE WATER WAY RESEARCH-PRACTICE PARTNERSHIP

Research for the improved management of Melbourne’s waterways

Project 5.4
Sub-project 1: Engaging communities

with ‘catchment thinking’ in an urban context

Concerns for climate change, a rapidly growing The project addresses the following objectives
population, river health, and urban expansion through a study of City of Moreland residents:
have in recent years re-shaped urban water e To investigate the ways in which urban resi-
management in Melbourne. Melbourne dents experience and manage water in the
Water’'s commitment to integrated water man- home and their neighbourhood

agement represents a shift away from a narrow e To investigate community understandings of
focus on water security, towards broader con- what it might mean to live in a ‘water sensi-
cerns with the relationship between water, ur- tive city’

ban planning, environmental health, and livea- e To identify strategies for making built environ-
bility. ments more ‘legible’ and ‘liveable’ for resi-

dents as an urban catchment.

This pilot research project explores the potential
P proj P P Research Methods

for improving urban residents’ understandings of The research project consists of a series of six

the city as a catchment, in order to drive practic- focus groups with residents of the City of Mo-

es in households and neighbourhoods that sup- reland, recruited through existing community

port healthier urban waterways. The project will networks and groups. A purposive sampling

identify strategies for rethinking community en- strategy has been used to access a diversity of

gagement in the context of the vision for Mel- . . .
community perceptions and experiences, by

bourne as a water sensitive city. including participants of differing household

Ai arrangement, home type, neighbourhood, age,
im

This research focuses on the City of Moreland as
a municipality that is active in urban water man-
agement, and which has high levels of population

growth and urban densification. During the focus groups, discussion is facilitated

ethnicity, and type and intensity of engagement
with environmental and water issues.

through a combination of activities and ques-
tions. Data is collected in the form of:
e Audio recordings of the focus group discus-

sions, which are then transcribed
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e Notes taken by the facilitators
¢ Individually produced drawings
e Collectively annotated maps.

All data is uploaded into nVivo and manually cod-
ed through an iterative process, to identify
themes and patterns.

Progress to date
Focus groups have been conducted with the fol-

lowing groups based in the City of Moreland:
e A climate activist group

e A university student group

e A community gardening group

e A waterways volunteer group

e A neighbourhood walking group

e A seniors group.

The audio recordings of these focus groups
(approx. 10 hours in total) have been fully tran-
scribed and reviewed. These transcripts have
been uploaded into nVivo (software for qualita-
tive data analysis), along with observation notes,
maps and drawings from the focus groups. The
first stage of the iterative coding process is cur-
rently underway, with the analysis to be present-
ed in November.

Project team
Stephanie Lavau, Tim Fletcher, Darren Bos, Adeline

Stuart-Watt (University of Melbourne), Peter Morison,

Rhys Coleman, Belinda Lovell, Lauren Mittiga, Trish

MELBOURNE WATERWAY RESEARCH-PRACTICE PARTNERSHIP
PROJECT SUMMARY

Grant, Monica Tewman,Tiana Preston, Lisa Kitson,
Michelle Ezzy, Leigh Smith (Melbourne Water).

[ T
g ? Lo v J/
-

N D
| wATEL )
/ v CATelmbpr /

D

" PRrcESS L |
R (\_'____,——— T 4 DéulvBay SHETEN
B Amaasy r,f——m————-—-
SEwmbE | N
Taésrmtn = f.' AN NS N YN
ey chEEL
-2 Tor waTEl —>

“In my backyard | have a stormwater drain.
Because it’s close to my house I've had to be
extra careful... say I’'m washing my bike or
whatever, | don’t want that going down there.
So the stormwater is closer to me, and I've got
to be more mindful of that. And I’'m not sure a
lot of people would be... Because it’s right
there in my home, | pay attention.”

Figure 1. Drawing and excerpt of discussion from
a focus group




